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Don’t be a Victim
Protect Yourself!

Be sure to shred any docu-
ments that have any per-
sonal information on it;
such as your social security
number, bank account infor-
mation, your phone number,
your address and your
name. Documents with this
sort of personal information
should be shredded immedi-
ately!

Be sure to check your credit
report at least once a year,
preferably every 6 months.

To be sure that you have the
proper protection on your
computer go to any store
that sell computer programs,
hardware and software, ask
for the most knowledgeable
staff member to assist you
in determining the best pro-
tection for your computer.

Be sure to use passwords
that are not obvious and
easy to figure out; ensure
that your passwords include
letters, numbers and sym-
bols or at least a combina-
tion of two out of the three.

In your home, keep all busi-
ness documents (your deed,
bank statements, etc.)
locked in a secure place.
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Yourself Against Identity T

By D. McLaughlin

While there has been an alarming
rate of identity theft, most con-
sumers are not educated on the
best ways to protect themselves
from the schemes that are out
there.

The scammers are more than
likely shopping, lurking and lur-
ing their next victim at this very
moment. Your job is to make
sure that you are not a victim of
identity theft or a victim of any
other criminal act.

The most popular Lottery scam-
mers are from the U.K. , Nigeria,
and Canada. You can not win a
lottery unless you have initiated
yourself into the pool of that par-
ticular Lottery drawing. The
scam: contact the victim via E-
mail or through U.S. Postal mail.
Next, the scam artist will commu-
nicate to the victim in a sent letter
that he/she has won a lottery and
to contact the lottery commission
by way of mailing back his/her
bank account number, social
security number, birth date,
address and his/her first and
last name. Once the personal
information is captured, the
criminal will have the needed

information to commit iden-
tity theft. Another popular
scam includes sending a
fraudulent lottery check to
an unsuspected victim. The
scam artist posing as a lot-
tery commission, will ask
for him/her to send a portion
of his/her winnings as a fee,
in the form of a cashier’s
check. By the time the cash-
iers check is mailed to the
scam artist; the victim’s
bank will have received a
returned check from the
receiving bank of the fake
lottery winnings. The vic-
tim’s bank will contact him/
her and make him/her aware
of the fraud. The victim is
then out of thousands of
dollars. In some cases, the
returned check will over-
draw the victims account
leaving a negative balance
and the bank will expect to
have those thousands re-
placed regardless of the fault
of the victim.

Please protect yourself from
scams such as those men-
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tioned in this newsletter. To
ensure that your credit or
identity has not been tam-
pered with, request a free
credit report from Experian,
Trans Union and Equifax at
least once a year. Use the
numbers below to contact the
credit/consumer reporting
companies.
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Equifax: 1-800-525-6285

Experian 1-888-397-3742
or 1-888-EXPERIAN

TransUnion: 1-800-680-7289

CAMPUS CLOSINGS
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CAMPUS EMERGENCY
Dial.......... 810-762-5666

NON-EMERGENCY
Dial.......... 810-762-0222



