Research Paper Documentation

Modern Language Association (MLA)

MLA style provides a system for giving credit to others for their contribution to your work. Instead of
footnotes, MLA now suggests using brief citations in parentheses within the text, preferably at the end of a
sentence or phrase. Usually, the author’s last name and page reference are enough: (Frye 178-85). These
brief citations refer to a bibliography at the end of the papers. The bibliography is now entitled “Works
Cited.”
Examples:
This point has been argued before (Frye 178-85).
Frye has argued this point before (178-85).

See the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6™ ed. for complete examples.

Entries in the list of works cited should be alphabetized by the author’s last name. If the author’s name is
unknown, alphabetize by the first word of the title, ignoring A, An, or The.
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